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JANUARY 19, 2023
Ukrainian Pacifist Movement: An Interview with Yurii
Sheliazhenko

BY MARCY WINOGRAD

CODEPINK’s Marcy Winograd, Chair of the US-based Peace in Ukraine Coalition,
interviewed Yurii Sheliazhenko, Executive Secretary of the Ukrainian Pacifist

Movement, about the war in Ukraine and military mobilization against the Russian
invasion. Yurii lives in Kyiv, where he faces routine electricity shortages and daily air
raid sirens that send people running to subway stations for shelter.

Inspired by pacifists Leo Tolstoy, Martin Luther King and Mahatma Gandhi, as well

0 K6 €]+

as Indian and Dutch non-violent resistance, Yurii calls for an end to US and NATO
weapons to Ukraine. Arming Ukraine undermined past peace agreements and
discouraged negotiations to end the current crisis, he says.

The Ukrainian Pacifist Movement, with ten members at its core, opposes the war in
Ukraine and all wars by advocating for protection of human rights, especially the
right to conscientious objection to military service.

Yurii, please tell us about the pacifist or anti-war movement in Ukraine. How
many people are involved? Are you working with other European and Russian
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